
View Royal Elementary PAC

November 18, 2020 PAC Meeting Minutes

Present:

Megan Newhouse – President
Catherine Chernoff – Treasurer
Mandy Gorman -  Fundraising Chair
Jocelyn Carter-Sim – Parent at Large
Colleen O’Brien – VCPAC Rep
Renee Pick – Principal
Christina Chase – Vice Principal

Absent:

Tarrie Simpson – Secretary (send regrets)

Meeting called to order at 6:33pm

Approve minutes of October 2020 Meeting
1st Jocelyn
2nd Colleen
Motion Passed

Administration Report (Renee):
Thanks the PAC for their support on classroom funds (15 x $200 = $3000), iPad purchases 
($4399.36) and emergency rations ($3412.50)

Covid is here... what events/field trips can still happen?
• Terry Fox Charity Run – black top all classes 20 minute slots all day long
• Swan Lake Guest Speakers – all 3 Kindergarten classes – Outdoor Learning Theatre

• Bike Skills class – All Grade 4-5 students – blacktop and Outdoor Learning Theatre

• Robert Batemen Society Sketch class – Grade 2 & 3 classes – Portage Park

• Remembrance Day honouring – front door display with all classes in 20 minute slots all 
morning

• Parent/Teacher Interviews – by zoom

School absenteeism reported to Island Health

Keep connected to the school – email or call teacher, call the office or learning teacher or 
counsellor.

Guest Presentation – Colby Heddon from Ready Step Roll Program



Colby provided a thorough and enthusiastic presentation of the final report of the Ready, Step, 
Roll Program that was initiated last school year. The final report and map were presented to the 
school administration last week. The map has been mounted and will be displayed prominently. 
She asked the PAC to promote drop-off sites to walk/bike/roll to school.

167 families participated in the survey, which was an impressive participation level. COVID 
interrupted the data collection, but there was evidence of reduced car use/ alternative 
transportation methods.

The program continued this year with the Bike Safety Class for grades 4 and 5, which was a huge 
success.

Colby demonstrated how to navigate the various web pages and access resources available to 
teachers and families/parents alike. She encouraged using the Active School Travel/Planning, 
Appendix A “Plan Your Route Map and Activity” and Appendix D “6 E’s of Active Travel”.

Colby made the following recommendations:
 Add an Active Travel Coordinator position on the PAC
 Partner with a high school to build projects associated with Ready Step Roll program

Renee committed to highlighting an item from the report in each monthly newsletter and also to
include the planning page (appendix A) in next year’s agenda. 

It was noted that kindergarten students do not receive agendas - Renee made a note to provide 
kindergarten students copies of the first 10 pages of the agenda, so that parents would have all 
of the reference material.

Megan thanked Colby for the bike/ scooter racks, that are all being used to the fullest extent.

Treasurer Report (Catherine):
As of October 31, 2020
Gaming Account - $7,385.90 
General Account - $11,644.59 
Petty Cash - $57.61

Fundraising:

Purdy’s (Megan)
Dropped off materials to go home with students last week. Deadline for orders is November 25 
and pick-up will be on the black top on Dec 4. We have already exceeded our fundraising goal of 
$1000, with one week to go.

Raffle (Jocelyn)



It was decided to delay the raffle to the New year, possibly align the draw with Valentines Day, 
Feb 14, because we already have two fundraisers before Christmas. We need all details, 
including the date of the draw in order to apply for the gaming licence. 
It was noted that this is the treasurer’s responsibility.
It was also noted that there are companies that will run raffle online, including online payment 
etc. They just take a cut of the proceeds. Jocelyn and Megan will investigate.

Bottle Drive (Mandy)
This will be a no sort bottle drive, which requires considerably fewer volunteers. The bottle 
sorting company will drop off all supplies the morning of the bottle drive Nov 27, 9am to 2pm. 
Mandy and her husband will cover off. To make it drive through, it will take place on the lower 
parking lot.
Mandy will prepare slips to go home with students advising families of the bottle drive, 
emphasizing safety. Mandy will have gloves and lots of hand sanitizer available.

Calendars (Mandy)
It will cost $400 for 100 calendars. Mrs Chase will provide historical photos for Mandy to sort 
through and Mandy will have ready for the next meeting. It was mentioned that calendars will 
only be useful if they are available by January.

VCPAC Report (Colleen):
The VCPAC has an almost all new, and enthusiastic executive. The focus this year is on 
communications and outreach to ensure that parents are aware of their existence and role. As 
well, they are focusing on addressing racism in schools. There was discussion about how schools 
were offering Fun Food within COVID guidelines. Colleen is now the secretary for the VCPAC. 

Renee mentioned that all other district PACs in the province go by “D-PAC” and that VCPAC is 
the only one that identifies differently. This could be contributing to lack of recognition of the 
organization.

President’s Report/ Update (Megan):

Decided to email the PAC information letter as opposed to send it hard copy

Playground Committee is currently composed of Megan and Jocelyn. Looking for more 
volunteers, especially someone with experience with grant writing. 

Megan met with Habitat Systems, which has provided a proposal. It was costly. Blue Imp also 
provided a design, part of which is on sale so the quote came in at less cost. We are still waiting 
for the results of the Provincial grant ($125k), which is usually announced in March. It is possible 
that there will be two per district, which increases our chances of receiving a grant.

Gaga ball pit will cost $6k. We are on the wait list, but not commitment is required yet. It will 
likely be a few months. There are lots of benefits and they are very popular.



Playground, once funded, it would take approximately seven weeks to install.

Fitness Circuit, we are on the wait list. Colleen to investigate Victor Brodeur stencils. Jocelyn 
volunteered to take some pictures since she lives near the school.

Motion to adjourn
1st Mandy
2nd Catherine
All in favour – motion passed

Meeting adjourned at 7:42pm


